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DISCOURSE. 


ISAIAH  xii.  6. 

SING   UNTO  THE  LORD,  FOR  HE  HATH  DONE  EXCELLENT  THINGS 
THIS  IS  KNOWN  IN  ALL  THE  EARTH. 


That  the  kingdom  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  is  the 
Governor  among  the  nations,  is  a  doctrine  that 
the   eye   of   philosophy   reads   upon   every  fact 
in  the  occurrences  of  time.     In  proportion  too 
as  the  faith  of  Christ  purifies  and  invigorates  the 
faculties  of  the  human  mind,  the  perfections  of 
the  Divine  Being  will  be  recognised  in  all  the 
ordinary  events  of  Providence,  and  induce  the 
admiring  gratitude  of  men.     There  are,  withal, 
occasional    circumstances   in  the  flight  of  ages, 
in  which  Jehovah  seems  as  it  were  to  come  out 
of  his  place,  to  assert  his  sovereignty,  vindicate 
his  character,  and  accelerate  his  decrees.     By  this 
feature  in  his  administrations   his  righteousness 
and  mercy  are  more  strikingly  manifested  >  the 
sons  of  men  are  laid  under  special  responsibility 
to  become  co-operators  for  the  accomplishment  of 
his  purposes  ;   and  his  people  are  specially  encou- 
raged to  persevering  integrity  in  his  service.    The 
immediate  occasion  of  that  sublime  ode  of  which 
our  text  is  a  part  is  illustrative  of  the  foregoing 
propositions.     It  was  the  anticipated  discomfiture 
of  the  invading  Assyrians,  under  Sennacherib  the 
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scourge  of  the  Hebrews.     The  inspired  Chronicles 
apprise  us  of  the  ambitious  projects,  the  tyrannous 
exactions,  the  impious  vauntings  of  this  imperious 
monarch.     At  the  time  of  this  prediction  he  has 
overrun  the  dukedoms  of  the  Philistines,  subdued 
the  cities  of  the  Samaritans,  reduced  one  by  one 
the  towns  of  Judah,  and  now  marches  toward  the 
capital,  leading  on  a  numerous  army,  drunk  with 
the  blood  of  slaughter,  rich  with  the  spoils  of  war, 
and  flushed  with  confidence  of  victory.     At  the 
challenge  of  his  ambassadors  and  the  report  of 
his  advance  upon  Jerusalem,  the  hearts  of  God's 
people  are  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  and  their 
hands  are  paralised   with  fear.      The  desolation 
of  their  city,  the  captivity  of  their  children,  andj, 
which  to  them  is  worse,  the  desecration  of  their 
altars  and  the  suppression  of  their  religious  ordi- 
nances, are  inevitable,  unless  by  the  miraculous 
interposition  of  God.     Cries  and  lamentations  are 
heard  in  every  quarter;  and  in  forlorn  supplica- 
tion the  sovereign  and  his  subjects  ask  of  the  Lord 
to  preserve  them  from  an  immediate  and  heredi- 
tary bondage.     From  the  throne  of  his  holiness 
Jehovah  bends  at  his  people's  cry,  and  rides  upon 
the  cherubim  to  their  help.     Isaiah  the  prophet  is 
commissioned  to  predict  the  failure  of  the  Assy- 
rians' enterprise,  the  deliverance  of  the  Jews  from 
the  oppressions  they  have  experienced,  and  a  series 
of  prosperity  unequalled  in  any  preceding  period 
of   their    existence    as    a    nation.       As    thorns 
and  briers  devoured  by  the  burning  flame,  and 
as  trees  felled  by  the  ax  of  the  athletic  forester, 
the  army  of  Sennacherib  is  doomed  to  destruc- 
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tion ;  whilst  the  recovery  of  Judah  is  foretold  as 
the  sucker  of  a  tree  that  has  been  cut  down, 
that  shall  shoot,  and  strengthen,  and  flourish, 
and  become  an  object  of  beauty  and  benefit  to  the 
land.  In  the  prospect  of  this  dispensation  the 
grateful  anthem  before  us  is  dictated,  "  In  that  day 
thou  shalt  say,  O  Lord,  I  will  praise  thee  ;  though 
thou  wast  angry  with  me,  thine  anger  is  turned 
away,  and  thou  comfortest  me.  Behold,  God 
is  my  salvation  ;  I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid : 
for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song ; 
he  also  is  become  my  salvation.  Therefore  with 
joy  shall  ye  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  salva- 
tion. Praise  the  Lord,  call  upon  his  name,  declare 
his  doings  among  the  people,  make  mention  that 
his  name  is  exalted.  Sing  unto  the  Lord,  for  he 
hath  done  excellent  things  ;  this  is  known  in  all 
the  earth/'  It  is  hardly  necessary  I  should  observe, 
these  grateful  predictions  concerning  the  Jews 
have  a  covert  reference  to  gospel  ages  and  gospel 
blessings.  To  the  days  of  Messiah  the  Hebrews 
themselves  applied  them.  On  the  last  day  of  their 
feast  of  tabernacles,  they  fetched  water  in  golden 
pitchers  from  the  fountain  of  Siloah,  springing  at 
the  foot  of  Mount  Sion,  without  the  city :  they 
brought  it  with  the  sound  of  trumpets  and  great 
rejoicings  through  the  water-gate  into  the  temple, 
and  poured  it,  mixed  with  wine,  on  the  sacrifice, 
as  it  lay  on  the  altar,  singing  in  chorus  a  portion 
of  this  holy  song.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  we 
read  in  John  vii.  37,  being  present  on  such  an 
occasion,  seems  to  sanction  this  interpretation  :• — 
"  On  the  last  day,  the  great  day  of  the  feast,  when 


the  ceremony  spoken  of  was  performed,  Jesus 
stood  and  cried,  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come 
to  me  and  drink.  He  that  believeth  on  me,  as 
the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow 
rivers  of  living  water."  "  But  this,"  says  the 
evangelist,  agreeing  with  the  Jerusalem  Talmud 
in  the  explanation,  "  spake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which 
they  that  believe  on  him  should  receive."  With 
this  view  of  the  whole  subject,  we  can  feel  no  diffi- 
culty in  adapting  the  text  to  our  recollections  of 
the  Lord's  dealings  with  his  spiritual  Israel.  His 
main  design  in  every  happy  dispensation  to  the 
race  of  Abraham,  was  because  of  that  Mount  Zion, 
the  gates  of  which  he  loveth  more  than  all  the 
dwellings  of  Jacob ;  and  in  all  the  revolutions  of 
the  world  the  benefit  of  his  church  is  the  ultimate 
object  of  his  administrations.  In  our  further  im- 
provement of  the  text,  we  shall  regard  it  as  a 
Contemplation  of  Merciful  Providences — an  Exhor- 
tation to  Devotional  Gratitude — and  a  Prediction 
of  Evangelical  Blessings.  "  Sing  unto  the  Lord, 
for  he  hath  done  excellent  things  ;  this  is  known 
in  all  the  earth." 

I. As    A    CONTEMPLATION     OF     PROVIDENTIAL 

mercies,  it  takes  us  back  to  the  last  verse  of  the 
preceding  chapter,  in  which  the  deliverance  of 
Judah  is  compared  to  the  redemption  of  Israel  in 
the  day  that  he  came  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt. 
By  this  reminiscence  a  wide  field  for  expatiation 
is  opened  to  us,  were  it  convenient  to  enter  upon 
the  causes  and  the  character  of  that  old  captivity 
of  the  Lord's  people,  with  the  manner,  the  agency, 
and  the  consequences  of  its  removal.  Accustomed 
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as  Protestants  are  to  regard  the  Reformation  from 
Popery  as  an  antitype  of  the  Hebrews'  redemption 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  Pharaohs,  it  were  legiti- 
mate for  me  to  stir  up  your  minds  in  remembrance 
of  those  several  facts,  and  to  accompany  you 
through  all  the  parallel  in  that  moral  bondage  and 
deliverance  which  make  the  most  conspicuous  era 
in  the  history  of  the  church  of  God.  I  shall  prefer 
to  pass  before  you  a  strong  outline  of  the  more 
prominent  facts  in  connexion  with  that  transition 
when  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  penetrated  the  f 
thick  darkness  of  Christendom,  and  shed  the  day 
of  salvation  upon  the  long-benighted  nations  of 
the  earth.  I  know  not  whether  by  the  character 
of  that  spiritual  despotism  which  was  broken  up 
by  the  genius  of  the  Reformation,  the  mighty 
agency  that  was  necessary  to  produce  the  change, 
or  the  grand  results  that  flowed  from  this  convul- 
sion in  moral  nature,  our  admiration  is  most  ex- 
cited ;  but  certain  it  is,  that  in  all  the  mystery  and 
mercy  of  God's  Providence  there  is  nothing  more 
marvellous  than  the  rise,  progress  and  disruption  of 
that  gorgeous  superstructure,  whose  foundations 
were  laid  in  the  very  depths  of  hell ;  whose  turrets 
carried  defiance  to  the  door  of  heaven ;  whose 
territorial  extent  included  the  length  and  breadth 
of  triple  continents ;  and  whose  vast  dimensions 
afforded  place  for  the  nest  of  the  eagle,  the  retreat 
of  the  serpent,  and  the  tiger's  lair.  As  in  earliest 
Eden  the  destroyer  made  that  experiment  upon 
human  passions  that  brought  death  into  the  world 
and  all  our  wo ;  so  did  the  mystery  of  iniquity 
begin  its  fatal  operations  when  the  spirit  of  life 
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from  God  was  yet  fresh  in  the  regenerated  church. 
For  fourteen  centuries  of  years  did  the  apostacy  j 
from  primitive  integrity  transmit  its  worse  than  1 
mortal  pestilence  among  mankind,  in  the  growing  ) 
tyranny  of  the  rival  of  the  Son  of  God.     Little 
by  little,  indeed,   as  for  an  age  or  two  political 
circumstances  were  uncongenial  with  the  lust  of 
pomp  and  power,  then  through  some  generations 
with  an  accelerated  progress,  the  man  of  sin  ope- 
rated his  leprous  influence  upon  the  souls  of  men, 
until   the   latent   disease    almost    simultaneously 
burst  forth  in  ulcers  and  putrifying  sores  through 
the  body  of  the  visible  church.    The  mental  facul- 
ties of  men  became  sickened  and  vitiated,  by  the 
deliterious  administrations  of  the  spiritual  harlot 
who  had  seduced  them  into  the  chambers  of  her 
abominations.     The  love  of  the  truth  gave  place 
to  a  relish  for  lying  legends  and  filthy  fables  \  and 
the  moral  body  of  nature  impregnated  with  an 
adulterous  and  corrupted  seed,  by  the  progeny  of 
the  great  whore,  a  next  to  universal  rottenness 
converted  the  very  temple  of  the  Lord  into  a 
disgusting  lazar-house.    Pope,  cardinals,  and  cour- 
tezans, monks,  Jesuits,  and  friars,  with  all  their 
company,  were  diligent  in  the  several  sections  of 
their  pandemonium  only  in  the  invention  of  fresh 
poisons  to  keep  up  the  delirium,   and  the  forging 
of  new  fetters  to  perpetuate  the  bondage,  of  the 
human  mind.     Men  who  at  first  were  with  diffi- 
culty ensnared  by  fair  words  and  false  speeches, 
now  gave  heed  to  seducing  spirits  and  doctrines 
of  devils;  and  at  length  became  infatuated  with, 
their   errors  and    their  ignorance.       Hereditary 
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bondage  begat  a  contentment  with  slavery.     Suc- 
cessive  relinquishments  of  all   natural    faculties 
produced  a  preternatural  incapacity  for  reflection  ; 
until,  like  the  idiot  that  laughs  in  vacancy,  or  the 
maniac  that  hugs  his  chains,  the  miserable  dupes 
of  popery  and  priestcraft  became  happy  in  their 
degradation,  and  proud  of  the  demonstrations  of 
their  folly.    Judicial  blindness  fell  upon  mankind  j 
and  in  all  deceivableness  of  unrighteousness  the 
indignation  of  insulted  Godhead   permitted  the 
self-inflicted  chastisements  of  aworld  that  had  flung 
itself  into  the  arms  of  the  wicked  one.     Because 
they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth  that  they 
might  be  saved,  therefore  God  gave  them  up  to 
work  all  uncleanness  with  greediness,  that  they  all 
might  be  damned,  that  believed  not  the  truth,  but 
had  pleasure  in  unrighteousness. 

At  the  era  of  our  commemoration,  all  Europe 
was  sunk  in  Cimmerian  darkness, — a  darkness 
that  might  be  felt, — felt  in  its  oppression  of  the 
moral  sense  by  those  who  sighed  and  cried  for  the 
abominations  that  were  done  amidst  the  nations. 
If  it  was  marvellous  that  human  nature  should  I 
fall  so  low,  it  were  yet  more  marvellous  could  this  \ 
degeneracy  continue.  Then,  indeed,  had  Satan 
gained  the  end  of  his  first  ambition,  a  total  sub- 
version of  the  ordinances  of  heaven.  The  luxury 
and  despotism  of  Popery  at  length  became  intole- 
rable. Men  struggled  and  gasped  beneath  the 
pressure  of  taxation  to  pamper  the  Justs  of  spiritual 
tyrants  ;  and  writhed  as  with  the  agonies  of  a  pre- 
mature damnation  under  the  malignant  anathemas 
of  a  hell-commissioned  Vicar.     The  world  heaved 
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an  involuntary  sigh,  and  groaned  forth  to  heaven  an 
unutterable  prayer ;  the  chains  of  moral  bondage 
were  loosened  by  its  throes  ;  the  Spirit  of  life 
from  God  aided  the  instincts  of  nature,  and  made 
ready  a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord.  The  Most 
High  beheld  with  pity  the  wretched  children 
of  men ;  and  remembered  his  covenant  to  the 
generation  of  our  fathers.  The  prayers  of  his 
hidden  ones  came  up  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of 
Sabaoth ;  his  loving  kindness  he  took  not  from 
them,  nor  suffered  his  faithfulness  to  fail.  The 
nations  that  sat  in  darkness  saw  a  great  light ;  and 
they  that  dwelt  in  the  land  of  the  shadow  of 
death  upon  them  the  light  shined. 

Let  us  now  for  a  while  look  at  the  characteristic 
features  of  that  visitation  which  our  text  leads  us 
to  designate  as  "  excellent  things." 

1. — The  agency  of  such  a  transition  in  the  con- 
stitution and  habit  of  moral  nature  should  be  of  no 
ordinary  kind.     The  system  that  ages  had  been 
occupied  in  perfecting,  and  to  which  had  been 
contributed  every  thing  of  art  that  the  combined 
intellects   of  apostate   angels  and  depraved  men 
could  supply,  it  was  not  for  common  mortals  and 
common  means  to  disturb.     The  special  agency 
of  Him  who  orders  all  things  according  to  the 
counsel  of  his  own  will  was  as  necessary  as  it  was 
obvious  in  every  movement    that  eventuated  in 
the  humiliation  of  Antichrist,  and  the  curtailment 
of  his  power.     The  King  of  saints,  who  speaks  in 
righteousness  and  is  mighty  to  save,  was  the  Captain 
of  salvation.     The  heathen  raged,  and  the  king- 
doms were  moved  -7  he  uttered  his  voice,  the  earth 
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melted.     Not,  indeed,  by  any  miraculous  manifes- 
tation, in  the  strict  sense  of  the  words,  but  by  the 
adaptation  of  a  subordinate  agency  and  by  a  con- 
currence of  favorable  circumstances,  Jehovah  set  up 
his  standard  in  Sion,  and  ruled  in  the  midst  of  his 
enemies.     In  the  days  of  his  greatness,  when,  like 
an  ancient  king  of  Chaldea,  the  man  of  sin  vaunted 
his  dominion,  and  said  in  the  pride  of  his  heart,  Is 
not  this  great  Babylon  that  I  have  builded  ?  He 
that  sitteth  in  the  heavens  laughed  him  to  scorn, 
the  Most  High  held  him  in  derision.     Whilst  the 
courts  of  the  Vatican  are  thronged  with  pious 
cardinals  and  holy  concubines,  passing  round  the 
flagons   of   their  revelry^     spiritual    mercenaries 
and  religious  gamesters  the  while  making   mer- 
chandise of  souls,  to  replenish  the  exhausted  coffers 
of  a  luxurious  Pontiff,— a  voice  is  heard  in  the 
midst  of  the  eternal  conclave,  "  Her  hour  is  come ! 
gather  my  saints  together  unto  me!"      Again, 
«  Whom  shall  I  send  ?  and  who  will  go  for  us  ?" 
cries  the  herald  in  heaven's  cabinet;  when  forward 
stands  the  angel  of  Luther,  and  replies — "  Here 
am  I ;  send  me  !"     "  Go,"  is  the  word  from  God. 
Simultaneous  flies  one  of  the  seraphim,  having  a  live 
coal  in  his  hand,  and  lays  it  upon  his  mouth.    Out 
starts  the  champion  of  the  truth,  bold  in  heart, 
valiant  in  fight,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  his  weapon^ 
the  joy  of  the  Lord  his  strength.     At  once  he 
grasps  the  tail  of  the  monster,   in  his  despotic 
course,  and  flings  him  to  the  ground.     As  legions 
multiply,   his    diligence    increases  ;    as   dangers 
thicken,    his    spirit    rises    with    occasion  ;    for 
«c  God  is  his  refuge  and  strength,  a  present  help 
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in  trouble,         "Whilst  for  a  time  his  zeal  is  treated 
as  fanaticism  by  the  startled  Belshazzar  of  spiritual 
Babylon, — not,  however,  without  many  menacings 
and  threatenings  for  his  presumption, — one  after 
one  Jehovah  raises  up  auxiliaries  and  abettors  to 
his  intrepid  servant,  in  his  contention  for  the  faith. 
Their  minds,  like  his  own,  expand  and  strengthen 
at  every  stage  of  their  progress,  until  the  entire 
dimensions  of  the  Popedom  are  embraced  in  the 
scheme  of  Reformation  which  began  in  a  com- 
paratively trifling  object.  (Appendix,  No.  I.)    We 
now  see  the  morning-star  of  Reformation  bright 
amidst  a  deluge  of  splendor  emitted  from  a  thousand 
sons.    Melancthon,  and  Calvin,  and  Beza,  andKnox, 
and  Cranmer,  and  Coverdale,  and  Tyndal,  and  a 
constellation  whose  names  and  numbers  are  beyond 
our  ken,  break  out  in   quick  succession  in  the 
firmament  of  the  church,  and  pour  the  mingled 
flood  of  their  refulgence  upon  a  regenerated  world. 
Let  us  now  examine  for  a  while, 

2.— The  Effects  produced  by  these  servants  of 
the  Mighty  God,  in  their  contention  for  the  faith 
once  delivered  to  the  saints.  I  will  not  now  lead 
you  back  through  the  eighteen  or  twenty  years 
preceding  the  events  of  which  this  day  is  properly 
the  jubilee.  The  mercenary  and  malignant  cha- 
racter which  Popery  is  every  day  more  ostensibly 
assuming  among  us,  would  justify  a  comparison 
with  the  progress  of  events  when  Luther  exposed 

:   It  is  said  of  Luther,  that  when  he  saw  Melancthon,  who 
was  a  man   of  timid  spirit,  laboring  under  depressions,  he   \ 
would  say,  "  Come,  Melancthon,  let  us  sing  the  46th  Psalm,"  7 
which  begins  with  these  words. 
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the  God-insulting  traffic  in  masses  for  the  dead 
and  resisted  the  soul-destroying  sale  of  indulgences 
for  sin.     Whilst  our  streets  are  inundated  with 
tracts  announcing  the  order  and  meetings  of  pur- 
gatorian  societies,  and  joint  stock  companies  to 
facilitate  the  purchase  of  dispensations  for  crime, — 
whilst  the  mass-house  doors  are  placarded  with 
advertisements  of  lotteries  and  raffles  for  the  benefit 
of  nunneries,  the  purchase  of  altars  and  images, 
and  the  erection  of  new  temples  for  Baal ;  we 
almost  regret  that  time  forbids  us  to  trace  the 
analogy  of  these  facts  with  the  ignorance,  luxury, 
debauchery,  and  fraud,  that  contributed  to  the  full 
measure  of  Papal  iniquity .     The  particular  event  j 
of  our  review  is  that  gracious  dispensation  by  which  « 
the  candle  of  God's  word  was  taken  from  under 
the  bushel  of  Papal  interdict,  and  placed  in  those  j 
golden  candlesticks  of  ministration  that  hold  forth  ) 
the  light  of  immortality  in  the  church  of  God. ! 
From  the  Diet  at  Spires  that  drew  forth  that  public 
document  which  gave  rise  to  the  name  Protes- 
tant, ( App.  II.)  the  anxiety  of  the  British  people 
kept  pace  with  the  facilities  that  were  now  suc- 
cessively afforded,  for  the  translation  and  print- 
ing of  the  Sacred  Scriptures  in  their  vernacular 
tongue.     In  1532,  Mr.  Coverdale,  a  Divine  of  [ 
Cambridge,  and  a  member  of  that  order  of  which 
Luther  also  was  a  member,  (III.)   followed  the 
example  of  his  German  brother,  in  commencing 
with   Tyndale   a   translation   of   the   Bible   into 
English.     After  many  hindrances,  on  the  4th  of 
October  1535  the  first  complete  edition  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures  in  our  native   language   u 
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issued  to  the  world  ;  and  ever  since  that  day  has 
the  river  of  the  water  of  life  made  glad  the  city  of 
God,  the  holy  place  of  the  tabernacles  of  the  Most 
High.  Successive  editions  of  the  Bible  have 
caused  an  accumulation  of  the  sacred  streams, 
until,  like  the  holy  waters  which  the  visioned 
prophet  on  the  banks  of  Chebar  saw  issuing  from 
beneath  the  threshhold  of  the  sanctuary,  from 
ancles  to  knees,  and  knees  to  loins,  and  loins  to 
immeasurable  depths,  the  river  of  life  rolls  onward 
unresisted,  its  banks  adorned  with  trees  of  righte- 
ousness, and  the  desarts  by  its  irrigation  enriched 
with  fruits  of  grace. 

So  be  these  precious  streams  increased. 
Till  through  the  world  the  truth  has  run ; 

Till  Christ  has  all  the  nations  blest 
That  see  the  light  or  feel  the  sun. 

But  what 5  my  friends,  makes  the  Bible  the  treasure 
we  esteem  it,  and  what  renders  this  anniversary  of 
its  publication  a  day  of  jubilee  to  the  saints  of  the 
Most  High?  To  appreciate  the  Bible  we  must 
know  what  it  is.  To  appreciate  the  Bible  we  must 
be  acquainted  with  the  truths  it  contains.  To 
appreciate  the  Bible  we  must  feel  the  power  of 
its  doctrines  upon  our  consciences  and  hearts . 
The  emancipation  of  the  human  mind  from  the 
trammels  of  a  dark  credulity,  or  from  the  more 
galling  chains  of  a  despotism  arrogating  the  autho- 
rity of  God,  derives  its  importance  from  those 
discoveries  of  grace  and  eternal  life  that  are  made 
to  us  by  the  law  and  the  prophets.     In  the  Bible 
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we  iearn  the  awful  truth  of  man's  condition  as  a  i 
fallen  and  corrupted  creature,  exposed  to  the  irre- 
vocable condemnation  of  his  unreconciled  Maker.  ) 
In  the  Bible  we  are  apprised  of  God's  everlasting  i 
purpose  of  mercy  to  mankind  ;  how  sinners  may 
be  justified  and  his  justice  unimpaired.     In  the/ 
Bible  we  are  taught,  that  when  we  were  enemies  \ 
we  were  reconciled  unto  God  by  the  death  of  his  I 
Son,  the  brightness  of  his  glory,  the  proper  charac- 
ter of  his  person.     In  the  Bible  we  find,  that  all 
whom  the  Father  hath  given  to  Jesus  shall  come 
to  him  ;  and  him  that  cometh  unto  him  he  will  in 
no  wise  cast  out.     In  the  Bible  we  are  instructed, 
that  being  justified  by  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  we  have  peace  with  God.     In  the  Bible  we 
read  our  inheritance  among  them  that  are  sanc- 
tified through  the  washing  of  regeneration  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Spirit.    In  the  Bible  we  have 
incarnated  Godhead  revealed  to  us  at  once  as  our 
Maker  and  Mediator,  our  Judge  and  Advocate, 
our  King  and  Counsellor,  our  Sacrifice  and  Priest. 
In  the  Bible,  in  short,  we  have  the  mighty  God,  / 
the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace,  pro- ;/ 
claiming  himself  as  the  sun,  and  shield,  and  life, 
and  glory  of  them  that  fear  him?  and  hope  in  his 
mercy.      With  such  disclosures   by  this  blessed 
book,  can  we,  dear  friends,   withhold  the  tribute 
of  admiring  gratitude,   "  Thou  hast  magnified  thy 
word  above  all  thy  name  ?" 

Well  might  we  rest  satisfied  witli  these  illustra- 
tions of  the  "  excellency"  of  those  things  the  Lord 
did,  when  the  Missal  and  the  Breviary,  the  Rosary 
and  the  Confessional  were  exploded,  and  the  Bible, 


b 


18 

the  Bible  only  became  the  guide  of  the  church 
and  the  school  of  the  saints.  But  the  effect  of  that 
dispensation  is  not  confined  to  the  holy  liberty 
which  the  sons  of  God  experience.  It  is  not 
merely  that  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory  that 
fills  a  Christian's  soul, — that  sustains  him  amid 
the  chances  and  changes  of  this  mortal  state,  whilst 

His  hand  the  good  man  fastens  on  the  skies. 
And  bids  earth  roll,  nor  heeds  its  idle  whirl, — 

it  is  not  in  this, — to  an  unregenerate  man  the 
inexplicable  and  uninviting  reality  of  religion, — we 
see  the  entire  results  of  that  great  achievement 
which  was  accomplished  by  the  unsealing  of  the 
fountain  of  inspired  wisdom.  The  blessings  of  that 
Reformation  in  the  church  include  facts  that  com- 
mend it  to  the  reflecting  part  of  mankind  in  all 
their  varieties  of  capacity,  and  relation,  and  pursuit. 
Like  yonder  sun,  which  is  its  emblem,  that  sheds  ^ 
its  grateful  rays  upon  the  evil  and  the  good,  upon  *J 
the  Jew  and  the  Greek,  Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  | 
and  free  ;  the  light  of  revelation  aids  the  mental 
vision  and  ameliorates  the  moral  condition  of  man, 
wherever  and  in  whatever  circumstances  it  finds 
him.  In  solitude  and  the  kindred  relations,  in  the 
domestic  and  social  state,  in  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
communities,  in  the  legislative  assembly  and  the 
executive  chair,  in  sovereignty  and  subjection, — 
with  princes,  peasants,  statesmen,  scholars,  mer- 
chants, menials, — there  is  no  exception  to  the 
salutary  influence  of  Bible  precept,  even  though 
Bible  principle  may  not  operate  its  full  and 
proper  effect.     O  how  could  I  delight  to  descant 
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upon  this  part  of  our  subject,  for  the  correction 
of  that  vaunting  tribe  who  would  be  wise  above 
what  is  written,  whilst  libelling  the  oracles  of  God 
in  the  impeachment  of  their  intellectual  tendency 
and  their  beneficent  fruits.  I  must  content  myself 
by  recommending  those  who  are  incapable  of 
loftier  reasonings  upon  this  subject,  to  a  compa- 
rison upon  the  ethics,  philosophy,  letters,  arts,  and 
politics  of  the  times  and  nations  in  which  the  Word 
of  God  has  been  alternately  circulated  and  sealed. 
(IV.)  They  will  find,  that  as  liberty  of  person  is 
a  natural  concomitant  of  liberty  of  mind,  and  all 
the  elements  of  national  prosperity  are  produced 
and  fostered  in  the  congenial  soil  of  civil  freedom, 
so  in  the  degree  in  which  the  great  principle  of 
Protestantism  has  prevailed  in  the  uninterdicted 
and  unneglected  use  of  the  Scriptures,  all  that  can 
contribute  to  domestic  happiness  and  political 
greatness  has  been  cultivated  too.  Equally  in  its 
direct  and  its  reflex  operation,  the  salutary  influ- 
ence of  Divine  truth  upon  the  social  state  of  man 
is  obvious  to  the  philosophic  eye.  The  moral 
consequences  of  foreign  and  international  com- 
merce by  a  people  with  whom  the  Bible  is  familiar, 
admit  of  no  question.  Not  a  coast  or  colony,  for 
example,  to  which  British  virtue  and  British  enter- 
prise have  carried  her  philanthropic  or  speculative 
sons,  withholds  its  testimony  from  the  civilising 
effect  of  honorable  intercourse.  Science,  liberty, 
peace,  have  raised  their  temples  and  diffused  their 
blessings  wherever  British  laws  and  British  habits 
have  made  an  entrance  ;  and  this  because  the  Holy 
Scriptures  are  part  and  parcel  of  our  code.  In  short, 
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the  character  of  our  own  country  supplies  unequi- 
vocal evidence  here.  Lands  remotest  in  locality  from 
each  other,  and  between  which  no  intercourse  has 
ever   existed,    could   not    possibly   exhibit   more 
contrariety  of  moral  and  social  habit  than  forms 
the  peculiar  character  of  internal  Britain.     Cast 
where  we  may  the  eye  of  observation,  we  shall  find 
blasting  priestcraft  scattering  firebrands,  arrows, 
and  death,  making  the  land  desolate  with  anarchy, 
cruelty,  and  every  evil  work,  just  in  proportion  as 
its  agents  are  able  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  that 
word  which  giveth  light  and  understanding  to  the 
simple ;  whilst   righteousness    looks    down   from 
heaven,  the  earth  yields  her  increase,  glory  dwells 
in  the  land,  and  God  even  our  God  blesses  us, 
where  the  truth  of  his  word  has  free  course  and 
is   glorified.       We   sometimes   tremble    for    our  J 
country,   when  we  see  the  heathen  rage  and  the 
rulers  take  council  against  the  Lord  and  against  I 
his  anointed  :  but  wherefore  fear  we  night  when 
the  sun  has  but  risen  ?     This  day  tells  us  the  word 
of  God  is  not  bound ;  the  word  of  God  tells  us 
that  he  will   smite  the    earth  with  the  rod  of  his 
mouth,  and  with  the  breath  of  his  lips  he  shall  slay  j 
the  wicked.     Have  you  your  Bibles  ?     [_At  this 
moment  a  densely -crowded  area  and  gallery  was  one 
scene  of  uplifted  hands ,  each  exhibiting  a  copy  of  the 
Sacred  Scriptures.^     Thanks  to  God,  my  beloved 
people,  for  this  heart-delighting  scene.  Hold  fast,  as 
ye  now  hold  forth  the  word  of  life ;  andyour  country 
is  in  no  danger  ;  the  ark  of  the  covenant  is  here. 

Despond  who  will — I  heard  a  voice  exclaim, 
'Though  fierce  the  assault,  aud  shattered  the  defence? 
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It  cannot  be  that  Britain's  social  frame, 

The  glorious  work  of  time  and  Providence, 

Before  a  fl/ing  season's  rash  pretence, 

Should  fall ;  that  she,  whose  virtue  put  to  shame, 

When  Europe  prostrate  lay,  the  conqueror's  aim, 

Should  perish  self-subverted.     Black  and  dense 

The  cloud  is  ;  but  brings  that  a  day  of  doom 

To  liberty  ?     Her  Sun  is  up  the  while, — 

That  orb  whose  beams  round  Saxon  Alfred  shone. 

Then  laugh,  ye  harmless  babes  !  ye  streams,  sweep  on  ; 

Nor  let  one  billow  of  our  heaven-blest  isle 

Toss  in  the  fanning  wind  an  humble  plume  ! 

3. — We  might  here,  were  there  time,  enlarge 
upon  those  excellent  things  of  which  the  issue  of 
the  English  Bible  was  the  immediate  precursor,  by 
enumerating  the  many  and  mighty  acquisitions  to 
the  kingdoms  of  Christendom,  and  our  own  country 
in  particular,  in  conquest  and  control,  in  colonies 
and  commerce,  in  territory  and  treasure.  Justly 
has  the  Reformation  from  Popery  been  compared 
to  the  mother  of  the  patriarchs,  with  nations  in  her 
womb.  The  discovery  of  islands,  the  possession  of 
continents,  the  subjugation  of  savages,  the  instruc- 
tion of  barbarians,  that  have  made  Britain  the 
terror  or  the  glory  of  the  kingdoms  from  Europe 
to  remotest  Africa,  and  from  America  to  "  either 
Ind,"  are  but  parts  of  that  stupendous  whole  of 
moral  advantage  to  mankind  which  the  genius  of 
Protestantism  has  produced.  We  must,  however, 
stop  short  upon  this  head,  and  pass  on  to  treat  the 
text, 

II. As  AN  EXHORTATION  TO  DEVOTIONAL  GRA- 
TITUDE. The  fact  of  our  assembling  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  day  would  seem  to  render 
such  an  exhortation  almost  unnecessary.     Wc  fchus 
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practically  acknowledge  "  the  Lord  hath  done 
great  things  for  us,  whereof  we  are  glad."  But, 
my  dear  hearers,  it  may  stimulate  our  religious 
commemoration  to  name  some  of  the  ingredients 
in  the  cup  of  our  rejoicing.  Let  me  remind  you, 
then,  that  our  gratitude  should  be, 

1. — The  impulse  of  admiration.  What  hath  God 
wrought  ?  we  may  well  exclaim,  in  the  review  of 
every  particular  of  that  wonderful  dispensation, 
which  is  the  theme  of  our  memorial.  If  into  the 
mystery  of  redemption  angels  bend  to  look — if  in 
the  Bible  that  mystery  which  for  ages  was  hidden 
from  the  world  is  now  made  known  to  mankind, 
even  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God  ;  O  what  reason 
have  we  to  cry  with  celestial  beings,  in  the  con- 
templation of  that  great  event  that  rent  asunder 
the  dark  vail  of  tradition  with  which  the  ark  of  the 
testimony  was  wrapt,  and  held  forth  to  the  nations 
the  word  of  the  gospel,  the  lamp  of  immortality — ■ 
"  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  Lord  God 
Almighty,  just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King 
of  saints."  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  our 
fathers  have  declared  unto  us,  the  wonderful  works 
thou  didst  in  their  days,  in  the  time  of  old ;  but 
now  we  see  with  our  eyes,  and  hear  with  our  ears3 
the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord  and  the  excellent  things 
that  he  hath  done. 

2. — We  must  appreciate  the  value  of  our  bles- 
sings. In  their  number  or  their  nature  we  can 
never  fully  calculate  the  riches  of  his  goodness 
who  remembered  us  in  our  low  estate,  because  his 
mercy  endureth  for  ever.  The  region  of  our  con„ 
templation  is  "  a  vast  field  of  wealth  unknown  \ 
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which  eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard.  We  can, 
however,  ascend  the  height  of  Pisgah, — we  can 
retrace  behind  us  a  waste  howling  wilderness  ;  a 
land  of  desarts  and  of  pits  ;  a  land  of  drought  and 
the  shadow  of  death ;  a  land  that  no  man  passed 
through,  and  where  no  man  dwelt.  We  can  see 
before  us  a  country  flowing  with  milk  and  honey, 
and  abundant  in  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil ;  a  country 
in  which  the  presence  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  a  cloud 
and  smoke  by  day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire 
by  night ;  and  upon  all  the  glory  we  see  an  invin- 
cible defence.  We  can  behold  through  parting 
clouds  and  distant  vistas  new  regions  opening  to 
the  view ;  and  further  thence  again,  and  further 
still,  the  eye  of  faith  is  carried  onward,  even  to 
the  utmost  bound  of  the  everlasting  hills.  This 
naturally  leads  us  to  remark, 

3. — Our  acknowledgments  should  be  cordial. 
As  we  feel  let  us  express.  Does  the  effort  to 
recount  his  mercies  fail  us  ?  then  let  us  magnify 
the  Lord  with  suitable  emotions,  and  in  commen- 
surate strains.  The  prophet  who  suggests  our  duty, 
gives  us  an  example  for  its  exercise.  "  Sing,  O  ye 
heavens,  for  the  Lord  hath  done  it ;  shout,  ye  lower 
parts  of  the  earth  ;  break  forth  into  singing,  ye 
mountains,  O  forest,  and  every  tree  therein  ;  for  the 
Lord  hath  redeemed  Jacob,  and  glorified  himself  in 
Israel."  This,  my  friends,  is  enthusiasm,  with  the 
popish  and  the  profane.  -  We  yield  to  the  charge. 
It  is.  It  is  the  enthusiasm  of  Protestantism — the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Prophets— the  enthusiasm  of  all 
the  elect  people  of  God.  And,  after  all,  it  is  but 
the  feeble  echo  of  that  new  song  which  was  sung 
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before  the  throne,  and  before  the  angels  and  the 
elders,  as  the  voice  of  many  waters,  and  as  the 
voice  of  a  great  thunder,  and  as  the  voice  of  harpers 
harping  with  their  harps,  when  the  Lamb  took  his 
position  upon  Mount  Sion,  surrounded  by  his 
redeemed  from  among  men.  And  no  man  can 
learn  that  song  but  they  who  have  his  Father's 
name  written  in  their  foreheads,  and  his  Father's 
law  engraven  upon  their  hearts.     Again, 

4. — A  permanent  monument  is  due  for  perma- 
nent blessings.  When  the  elders  of  Israel  who 
had  seen  the  temple  of  Solomon  witnessed  the  re- 
edification  by  Zerubbabel,  they  wept  at  what  they 
conceived  to  be  the  diminished  grandeur  of  the 
house  of  the  Lord.  Yet,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts, 
the  glory  of  this  latter  house  shall  be  greater  than 
of  the  former ;  for  I  will  shake  all  nations,  and 
the  desire  of  all  nations  shall  come  5  and  I  will  fill 
this  house  with  glory,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts. 
Some  weak-minded  Protestants  may  have  similar 
feelings  with  those  of  the  Jewish  elders  when  they 
contrast  the  simple  character,  the  limited  extent, 
the  noiseless  career  of  Scriptural  religion,  with 
the  vast,  and  gorgeous,  and  renowned  dominion  of 
the  ancient  Papacy.  The  vision  however  is  for  an 
appointed  time  ;  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it ;  for 
in  the  end  it  will  speak  and  not  lie  ;  he  that  shall 
come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.  The  stone  cut 
out  of  the  mountain  without  hands  will  smite  the 
image  of  iron  and  clay,  and  break  it  in  pieces, 
and  lay  the  foundation  of  a  kingdom  which  is  an 
everlasting  kingdom,  and  a  dominion  that  shall 
never  be  destroyed.    Even  mow,  in  fact,  the  leprosy 


%5 

of  its  walls  is  visibly  accelerating  the  downfall  of 
the  foredoomed  Popedom  ;  and  the  living  stones 
taken  from  the  Rock  of  Ages  are  as  rapidly  am 
sensibly  contributing  to  the  completion  of  that\ 
temple  which  shall    form   a   habitation   of   God 
through  the  Spirit.     Christ  must  increase.    Lifted 
up  from  the  earth,  he  will  draw  all  men  unto  him ; 
and  as  by  the  Scriptures  he  is  exhibited  on  the 
cross,  dying  the  just  for  the  unjust,  that  he  may 
bring  sinners  unto  God  ;  so  shall  the  word  of  the 
Lord  have  free  course  and  be  glorified,  till  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  see  the  salvation  of  God.  Where- 
ever  and  whenever,  then,  this  gospel  of  the  king- 
dom is  preached,  let  grateful  thanksgiving  comme- 
morate the  excellent  things  that  Jehovah  hath  done. 
Let  us  sing  of  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  for  ever, 
and  his  praise  be  continually  in  our  lips. 

The  last  general  proposition  suggested  by  our 
text  is, 

III. — A  PREDICTION  OF  EVANGELICAL  BLESSINGS. 

All  the  acts  of  God  in  his  Providence  are  to  make  / 
the  world  acquainted  with  his  character,  and  to 
induce  the  homage  and  the  love  of  men.  Of 
gospel  institutions,  in  particular,  this  is  the  design. 
Such  the  apostle  Paul  declares,  "  Unto  me,  who 
am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace 
given,  that  I  should  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ ;  and  to  make  all  men 
see,  what  is  the  fellowship  of  the  mystery  which  from 
the  beginning  of  the  world  hath  been  hid  in  God 
who  created  all  things  by  Jesus  Christ." 

]. — The  prophetic  stile  of  the  text,  speaking 
in  the  present  tense  denotes  the  certainly  of  the 
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facts  being  "  known  in  all  the  earth,"  in  that  day 
when  the  Lord  will  arise  to  have  mercy  upon  Sion. 
Remarkable  events  naturally  attract  the  attention 
and  induce  the  inquiry  of  men.  The  Reformation  j 
from  Popery,  as  it  was  the  most  extraordinary  of  / 
all  occurrences  in  the  evangelical  ages,  produced  ^j 
an  universal  sensation  among  the  kingdoms  of  the  > 
world.  In  fact,  as  we  have  said  at  an  earlier  stage,  / 
it  was  in  itself  an  event  that  immediately  affected 
the  whole  terrestrial  creation.  It  was  the  bursting 
of  the  flood-gate  by  the  pent-up  waters  of  immor- 
tality, that  carried  life  through  the  whole  wilder- 
ness of  moral  nature.  Still  it  is  hourly  breaking 
up  new  ground  and  dividing  into  innumerable 
channels.  In  every  region  where  Popery  has 
sealed  up  the  well-springs  of  saving  knowledge, 
the  messengers  of  God  are  proclaiming  the  excel- 
lency and  necessity  of  the  Scriptures  of  truth, 
and  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  giving  testimony  to  the 
word  of  his  grace.  To  these  facts,  I  imagine, 
that  Scripture  is  applicable  which  we  find  in  the 
Revelation,  ch.  xiv.  6—8,  where,  having  foretold 
the  assertion  of  his  sovereignty,  when  the  Lamb 
takes  his  stand  upon  Mount  Sion,  and  the  honor 
which  he  puts  upon  the  faithful  remnant  of  his 
people,  by  preserving  them  from  prevailing  cor- 
ruptions, calling  them  into  active  service,  and 
causing  them  to  sing  with  triumph,  as  they  follow 
him  whithersoever  he  goeth, — the  inspired  pro- 
phet then  goes  on  to  declare  the  rapid  circula- 
tion of  the  truth  of  God  through  all  lands,  and 
the  certain  final  destruction  of  that  iniquitous 
system  the   essence   and   element   of  which  are 


ignorance  and  lust.     "  I  saw  another  angel  fly  in 
the  midst  of  heaven  (the  church),  having  the  ever 
lasting  gospel  to  preach  to  them  that  dwell  on  the 
earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue, 
and  people,  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God, 
and  give  glory  to  him  ;  for  the  hour  of  his  judg- 
ment is  come  :  and  worship  him  that  made  heaven, 
and  earth,  and  the  sea,  and  the  fountains  of  waters. 
And  there  followed  another  angel,  saying,  Babylon 
is  fallen,  is  fallen,  that  great  city,  because  she  made 
all  nations  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  wrath  of  her 
fornication."     I  cannot  but  fix  your  attention  at 
this  stage,  upon  one  very  remarkable  coincidence 
consequent  on   the  general   proclamation  of  the 
gospel  by  the  angel,  and  the  free  circulation  of  the 
Scriptures  by  the  Reformation.     You  know  that 
the  delusive  dogma  of  Purgatory,  and  its  kindred 
abomination  the  sale  of  indulgences,  was  the  chief 
means  by  which  Popery  maintained  its  influence  ; 
and  that  it  was  the  flagrant  traffic  in  these  infernal 
wares,  that  provoked  the  spirit  of  opposition  and  / 
called  forth  the  evangelical  labors  of  Luther  and  J 
his  colleagues.     As  they  proclaimed  a  free  and  full 
salvation  through  faith  in  Christ,  and  exploded  the   i 
damning  doctrine  of  intermediate  punishment,  or  j 
the   efficacious   imputation   of   a   supererogatory  v, 
merit  %  so,  Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the 
Lord   from   henceforth,    saith   the    Spirit  of  the 
Holiest  j  they  rest  from  their  labors,   and   their 
works  do  follow  them."  No  new  order  is  now  issued 
from  heaven's  council ;  but  henceforth  shall  this 
truth  be  published,  because  the  everlasting  gospel 
is  abroad. 
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2. — Wc  might  enlarge  upon  the  last  clause  of 
the  text,  us  intimating  an  universal  approbation  of, 
as  well  as  an  universal  acquaintance  with,  the  excel- 
lent things  that  are  revealed  by  the  Scriptures. 
We  shall  prefer  to  illustrate  this  view  by  repeat- 
ing the  language  of  the  Apocalypse  elsewhere,— 
"  A  voice  came  out  of  the  throne,  saying,  Praise 
our  God  all  ye  his  servants,  and  ye  that  fear  him 
both  small  and  great.  Alleluia  ;  for  the  Lord  God 
omnipotent  reigneth.  The  kingdoms  of  this  world 
are  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God  and  of  his 
Christ ;  and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

With  a  few  words  of  direct  application  I  shall 
have  done.     The  subject 

1. — Requires  an  anxiety  for  individual  partici- 
pation in  the  excellent  things  of  godliness.  What 
is  the  Reformation  to  us,  what  the  Bible  to  us,  my 
beloved  people,  if  we  feel  not  a  personal  interest 
in  the  blessings  it  conveys  ?  You  ought  to  sing 
with  wonder,  love,  and  gratitude,  to  the  Father  of 
mercies,  that  you  worship  under  your  vines  and 
fig-trees,  none  disturbing  or  making  you  afraid.  Is 
such  your  practice  ?  Do  you  contribute  to  this 
festive  throng  constrained  by  that  love  of  Christ 
which  is  the  theme  of  prophets  and  apostles,  which 
has  begotten  you  to  newness  of  life,  to  a  sense  of 
mercy,  to  a  hope  full  of  immortality  ?  Renew  your 
vows  to  the  Lord  in  the  presence  of  his  people. 
Bind  his  word  as  bracelets  upon  your  arms,  and 
as  frontlets  between  your  eyes.  As  ye  were  not 
saved  from  superstition  that  you  might  live  in  sin, 
let  holiness  and  righteousness  of  character  adorn 
your  profession  of  Christ ;  and   rather  than   sur- 


render  your  faith  in  him,  your  possession  of  his 
gospel,  your  right  to  its  free  administration,  resist 
unto  death,  as  did  your  fathers,  and  seal  your  love 
to  Jesus  with  your  blood. 

2. — The  prediction  of  the  text  is  equivalent  to  a 
commandment  to  endeavor  to  make  known  theBible 
throughout  the  earth.  Ye  are  God's  executive. 
He  has  devolved  on  you  the  promulgation  of  his 
laws,  the  administration  of  his  moral  providence. 
He  will  make  his  people  willing  in  the  day  of  his 
power ;  His  word  is  the  rod  of  his  strength ;  be 
ye  sober,  vigilant,  and  active,  in  making  known 
by  the  Bible  the  common  salvation. 

As  parents,    bring  up   your   children   in   the 
nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord.     When  you 
think  of  the  sufferings  of  your  ancestors,  in  their 
integrity  to  those  Scriptures  which  are  your  solace 
amid  the  world's  trials  and  the  testament  of  your 
heavenly  inheritance,  bring  them,  as  the  father  of 
Hannibal  brought  his  sons,  to  the  altar  of  your 
God,  and  teach  them  there  to  plight  their  yet  young  j 
souls  in  endless  enmity  to  worse  than  Pagan  Rome.  / 
As  citizens,  be  constant  in  the  assertion  of  your 
right  to  search  the  Bible  and  to  circulate  it.  Many 
and  insidious  are  the  efforts  of  reviving  Popery  to 
bring  back  the  reign  of  darkness  and  of  sin.     Not 
least  of  these  is  the  cringing  subserviency  of  that 
Belial  Board  which  has  dared  to  re-assert  in  this 
Protestant  land  the  joint  divinity  of  the  Virgin  and 
her  Son.     It  is  in  your  power  to  speak  into  an  early 
annihilation  this  blot  upon  our  nation's  character 
and  this  bane  to  the  church's  peace.     Send  forth 
to  the  throne  of  your  king  and  to  the  parliament 
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of  your  country  reiterated  protestations,  against  the 
commission  of  the  people's  teaching  to  men  who,  in 
the  spirit  of  Jesuitical  accommodation,  trifle  with 
the  Word  of  God. 

It  were  a  violence  to  my  conscience  to  close  this 
sermon  without  alluding  to  the  special  appeal  to 
your  principles  as  Christian  citizens  that  must  ere 
long  be  made.  Our  nation  has  been  brought  to  the 
verge  of  ruin,  by  a  merely  factious  or  a  fastidious 
feeling,  in  reference  to  the  political  measures  that 
have  placed  the  cause  of  God  at  the  mercy  of  its 
foes.  If  Providence  has  favored  you  with  the 
means  of  contributing  to  the  legislative  wisdom  of 
your  country,  neglect  not  the  gift  that  he  has 
bestowed.  Begin  in  time  to  cast  abroad  the  eye  of 
inquiry,  for  men  to  represent  you  in  the  senate  who 
give  evidence  of  their  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God 
and  of  his  truth.  Too  many  have  we  of  those 
Protestant  politicians,  whose  principles — if  princi- 
ples they  can  be  called™go  no  further  than  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  them  the  support  of 
those  without  whose  aid  their  efforts  at  aggrandise- 
ment must  fail.  It  is  time  for  the  church  to  assume 
its  position,  and  for  the  people  of  God  to  assert 
their  individual  responsibility,  in  a  discriminating 
attention  to  the  claims  of  such  as  seek  to  represent 
their  sentiments  and  to  be  the  organ  of  their  wishes 
in  the  great  deliberative  assembly.  Be  assured,  my 
Christian  brethren,  my  Protestant  friends,  he  cannot 
be  a  man  of  public  integrity  who  is  lacking  in  private 
virtue.  If  the  Reformation  from  Popery  was  worth 
obtaining,  it  is  worth  preserving.  If  it  was  by  men 
who  knew  and  valued  the  principles  of  the  Bible, 
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that  with  the  blessing  of  God,  that  mighty  moral 
revolution  was  achieve^ — if  it  was  by  their  con- 
stant, their  consistent,  their  disinterested,  their 
distinctive  Protestantism,  aiming  in  private  life  to 
carry  on  and  carry  out  the  principles  of  their  more 
ostensible  politics, — if  such  was  the  agency  by  which 
the  benefits  of  Scriptural  institutions  were  obtained 
for,  and  secured  to,  us;  then  by  such  agency  only 
should  we  expect  their  conservation.  On  the 
solicitation  of  your  support  by  candidates  for  the 
honor  of  legislation,  inquire  who  will  most  likely  be 
affected  by  its  responsibility.  Decide  for  him  who 
with  public  talent  and  public  spirit  combines  the 
firmness  and  fidelity  of  a  Christian.  Support  the 
man  who  best  supports  the  religion  of  your  fathers, 
the  religion  of  their  sons,- — the  man  whose  name 
and  influence  are  given  to  the  schools,  asylums,  and 
associations  by  which  the  comforts  of  life  and  the 
blessings  of  immortality  are  administered  to  the 
widows,  orphans,  and  strangers  of  our  Protes- 
tant household.  Vote  for  the  man  who  is  most  / 
devoted  to  God,  to  Christ,  and  to  his  church;  who  u 
keeps  the  Sabbath,  who  reveres  the  Bible,  who  ( 
shuns  alike  the  Atheist  and  the  Papist  in  his  j 
friendships  and  his  fellowships.  Choose  ye  such 
for  the  seat  of  legislation ;  then,  if  by  any 
default  Sion  still  languish  for  a  season,  and  for  a 
while  the  truth  be  bound,  you  will  deliver  your 
own  soul,  and  escape  the  agonies  of  a  conscience 
smitten  by  the  reproachful  calamities  of  your 
country.  Withal,  by  this  your  integrity  to  the 
faith  of  your  ancestors,  you  will  transmit  to  chil- 
dren's children  an  example  of  practical  gratitude 
to  the  God  of  our  salvation.     To  whom  be  glory  ! 


APPENDIX 

i. 

"To  the  mind  of  Luther  himself,  the  great  champion  of  the  Reformation,  truth  but 
gradually  unfolded  its  character,  and  implanted  its  conviction.  At  first  he  found  a 
copy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  lay  neglected  in  the  library  of  his  monastery  ;  and, 
abandoning  all  other  pursuits,  he  devoted  himself  to  its  entire  study.  The  Great 
Teacher  of  Israel  infused  its  light,  and  enkindled  that  spirit  in  his  heart,  which  led  him 
as  the  first  step  to  reform,  to  oppose  the  sale  of  Popish  indulgences.  The  intimate 
connection  subsisting  between  the  errors  of  Popery,  and  the  studious  and  persevering 
character  of  Luther's  mind,  acquiring  knowledge  by  industry  and  meditation,  he  was 
gradually1  lad  onward  in  the  discovery  and  avowal  of  truth,  until  he  openly  denounced 
the  whole  system  of  Popery,  as  the  " mother  of  abominations;'*  and  appeared  in  the 
decided  character  of  a  radical  Reformer.  To  this  gradual  advance  Luther  owed  his 
success.  His  hearers  were  not  shocked  at  first,  by  any  proposition,  too  repugnant  to 
their  ancient  prejudices,  or  too  remote  from  established  opinions.  They  were  conducted 
insensibly  from  one  doctrine  to  another.  Their  faith  and  conviction  were  able  to  keep 
pace  with  his  discoveries.  To  the  same  cause  was  owing  the  inattention  and  even 
indifference  with  which  Leo  viewed  Luther's  first  proceedings.  A  direct  or  violent 
attack  upon  the  authority  of  the  church  would  at  once  have  drawn  upon  Luther  the 
whole  weight  of  its  vengeance ;  but  he  was  suffered  to  proceed  step  by  step  in  under- 
mining the  constitution  of  the  church,  until  the  remedy  at  last  applied  came  too  late  to 
produce  its  desired  effect." 

II. 

Among  other  reasons  assigned  by  Popish  writers  for  affecting  contempt  of  the  Pro- 
testant faith,  is  that  very  important  one,  that  "  neither  was  the  name  nor  the  doctrine  of 
Protestantism  known  for  upwards  of  1500  years  after  the  birth  of  Christ !"     If  such 
were  the  fact,  and  if  the   term  Protestant  were  even  necessary  to  identify  the  faith 
of  those  by  whom  it  is  borne,  this  argument  is  equally  applicable  to  Romanism,  Catho- 
licism, or  any  of  the  six  hundred  and  eleven  names  by  which  Papists  have  been  distin- 
guished, from  the  era  of  the  Jesuits  downward.     The  latter  are  unanimous  in  acknow- 
ledging the  Pope  as  their  centre  of  unity;  all  their  disciplinary  sections  avow  this  as  their 
common  generic  character ;  and  not  one  of  them  can  possibly  trace  to  apostolic  times,, 
what  must  of  necessity  have  been  a  non-entity,  when  no  Pope  or  universal  bishop  could 
exist,     Protestants,  as  themselves  and  their  enemies  avow,  are  properly  distinguished 
by  meeting  on  the  broad  and  simple  platform  of  the  Word  of  God ;  and  no  question  i 
can  be  raised  on  the  fact,  that  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,"  has  from  the  beginning  consti-r 
tuted  the  exclusive  ground  of  unity  by  some.   On  theantiquity  ofjts  essential  principled* 
therefore,  Protestantism  challenges  the  wilful  ignorancearfd  bigotry  of  Popish  advo- | 
cates.     So  much  on  the  Protestant  doctrine.     As  to  the  terra,  if  the  inspired  Scrip- 
tures are  admitted  to  be  authority,  as  far  as  they  are  plain  and  intelligible,  the  mind  of 
a  child  will  be  strong  enough  to  detect  the  fallacy  of  pretended  advantage  in  seniority. 
Many  hundred  years  before  Popery  had  existence,  or  the  reformation  from  its  corrup-  f 
tions  was  required,  both  the  name  and  principle  of  Protestantism  are  to  be  met  with,  7 
under  circumstances  and  with  objects  similar  to  those  by  which  the  Reformation  in  the  I 
Christian  church  was  afterwards  marked.     See  1  Sam.  viii.  9 ;  Jer.  xi.  7  ;  Zech.  iii.  6.  t  L. 

III.  -v^e*  &uj  fi J***-* -*-* 

Luther  and  Coverdale  were  friars  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustine ;  Tetzel,  the  indul-  /i^f"'" 
gence  dealer,  whose  frauds  provoked  the  protest  against  money-masses,  was  of  the  order 
of  St.  Dominick.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  two  leading  doctrines  of  Augustine  were, 
the  sufficiency  of  the  Scriptures  (of  which  his  motto  was,  tolle,  lege,  take  up,  read,)  and 
justification  by  the  merits  of  Christ  alone.  Whilst  the  Reformers  were  worthy  disciples 
of  such  a  Master,  our  modern  mass-venders  are  equally  worthy  followers  of  the  im- 
postor, who  taught  that  "  as  soon  as  the  money  tinkled  in  the  box,  the  souls  in  purgatory 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  given,  immediately  escaped."  This  little  anecdote  maybe  an 
interesting  reminiscence  to  the  reader,  when  he  sees  in  the  newspapers  or  on  the  walls 
of  the  city,  the  announcement  of  an  appeal  to  the  superstitious  feelings  of  his  coun- 
trymen by  some  Reverend  member  of  the  O.  S.  D. — the  Order  of  St.  Dominick — the 
order  of  Tetzel,  the  dealer  in  passports  from  Purgatory,  and  the  patron  of  Dens' 
Doctrine  of  Indulgences  for  the  murder  of  Protestant  heretics. 

IV'  .  / 

The  reader  is  referred  to  Villier's  Essay  on  the  Influence  of  the  Reformation  by  -A 

Luther  for  an  enlarged  detail  of  the  many  and  important  advantages  to  mankind,  by/ 
that  gracious  dispensation. 


